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“One of the grounds of challenge to the environmental clearance is that the mining
site is the habitat of crocodiles which is protected under Section 9 of Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972. We consider it appropriate to seek a Factual Verification. Report in this regard
from the Joint Committee comprising of representative of Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (Wild Life), State of Uttar Pradesh and Chairman, Betwa River Board, State of
Uttar Pradesh. The Joint Committee shall meet within three weeks, undertake site visits,
associate the applicant and representative of the project proponent, verify the factual
position as to whether area in question is habitat of the crocodiles or whether mining
activities will be having adverse impacts on crocodiles or any other reptiles/wildlife’s
habitat, breeding etc.”
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